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During the COVID epidemic,
, @ young observant

Jew living in Iran, curated
Torah resources and lectures
on Instagram to help Jews
keep community connections
and education open during the
lockdown. As a result, he was
arrested by police and continually
harassed for promoting Judaism
in a strict, Muslim-majority country.
“In Iran, we are not even free
to do simple things like put the
kippah on our heads outside of
our homes,” he said. “We have to
keep our religion a secret." Aram
applied for U.S. refugee status and
JFCS stepped in to help expedite
his application and obtain a visa to
a safe, third country.

After vetting, he was accepted
and approved by the U.S. State
Department and landed at LAX
in late 2024. JFCS provided
spending money, food cards,
rental and utility assistance, used

furniture, and new items to start
his kosher kitchen. We also
helped him with his employment
search and connected him to
leaders in the L.A. Iranian Jewish
Community.

Sadly, the Trump Administration
suspended the refugee
resettlement program shortly after
Aram arrived. This means that his
siblings and parents, who also
applied for refugee status, will

be unable to escape Iran in the
foreseeable future and will also
be likely targets of persecution.

Aram is grateful that he is safe
in Los Angeles and can practice
Judaism without being harassed
or persecuted but he misses his
family still trapped in Iran and
wonders if he will ever see his
parents or siblings again. He
hopes to continue his education
next year by enrolling in a
university to study engineering.
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